0
APGDC

The Hindu, Hyderabad |
Friday, December 11, 2015

I
!
|
,i

N. Avane

CHENNAL Indian Oil Corpora-
tion has sought the help of the
Tamil Nadu government to
hasten approvals for its two
stalled pipeline projects to
improve fuel availability in
the State at times of crisis
such as the one Chennaj city
faced during the recent rains.

The projects, which have
been stalled are the Rs.i24
crore Cauvery Basin Refinery
Narimanam - Tiruch; prod-
uct pipeline and Rs.711 crore
LPG pipeline from Chennai to
Madurai via Tiruchi, for want
of necessary approvals from
the State government,

Talking to The Hinduy, a se-
nior I0C official said: “Last
week, Chennai city faced a
fuel crisis, even though we
had enough stock on hand at
Manali Refinery. To diffiuse
the crisis, we used uader-
ground pipeline to pump pet-
roleum products to our de-
pots in Tiruchi, Madurai,
Sankagiri, Chittoor and Ben-
galury, which was transpori-
ed back to Chennai by trucks.
The problem would have
been severe, but for the exist-
ing Chennaji-Madura prod-
uct pipeline. Hence, we are
urging the State to grant ap-
proval for these projects.”

Narimanam-Tiruchj
pipeline

Seeking early approval for
the Narimanam-Tiruchj pipe-
line project, he said: “If Chen-

10C seeks TN help
to expedite pipelines

I The use of
generator sets

g also led to a

{ sudden surge in
demand for diesel

nai plant is unable to deliver

petroleum products to con- |
suming cities due to upfore- |

S€en  circumstances, then
POL vessels can easily be di-

verted to Nagapattinam port |:

and from there - petroleum
products can be moved to Ti-

ruchi by pipeline with minj- |

mum risk of digruption,”

He also said that Tiruchi ;

had excellent rail-road con-
nectivity and  petroleum
products such as petrol, die-
sel and kerosene could be
moved to any part of the State,

The State-run oil Compa-
ny's moves to expedite the
Pipelines gain importance as
Chennai faced  fuel crisis last

|

week, following the elosure of ]

Manali refinery due to heavy
flooding at the premises and
the non-availability of truck
drivers to move the fuel to ye-
tail outlets. The use of genera-
tor sets also led to 2 sudden
surge in demand for diesel.
“The Nagapattinam-Tiru-
chi project has been hanging

fire for the last two years. So |

far 40 per cent of the work has
been completed. We seek the
help of the State government
to accord all clearances i
complete the balance project
at the earliest,” he said.




